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ANNUAL  REPORT 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1959 

by 


J.  CALDWELL,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.  & S.,  D.P.H. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  oii  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Borough  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1959. 

No  major  change  has  been  noted  in  the  general  health 
of  the  population  in  the  Borough. 

There  was  precisely  the  same  number  of  births  credited 
to  the  Borough  this  year  as  there  was  in  1958,  consequently 
the  Birth  Rate  remains  exactly  the  same  at  a level  quite  well 
above  the  national  average. 

The  corrected  Death  Rate  on  the  other  hand  shows  a 
considerable  rise  as  compared  with  last  year’s  figure  and  now 
stands  just  above  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole. 

Very  little  notifiable  infectious  disease  occurred  within 
the  Borough  during  the  year.  Whooping  Cough  and  Pneu- 
monia accounting  for  approximately  three-quarters  of  the 
notifications. 

Sixteen  old  people’s  one  bedroom  bungalows  were 
erected  during  the  year  and  are  proving  of  very  great  benefit 
to  the  occupiers.  53  houses  were  completed  in  the  Borough 
by  private  enterprise.  The  slum  clearance  programme  for 
the  five  year  period  ending  31st  December,  1960,  was  con- 
tinued and  a number  of  properties  were  dealt  with. 

A wholesome  water  supply  was  maintained  throughout 
the  year  with  periodic  analysis  being  taken  as  checks.  Due 
to  the  very  dry  summer  some  difficulties  were  experienced  in 
the  supply  position  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  Brampton  intake 
scheme  will  eventually  remedy  these  deficiencies. 


The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Cow  Lane,  Godmanches- 
ter,  continued  to  work  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year  and 
the  works  effluent  was  up  to  standard  at  each  test. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanks 
to  the  members  of  the  Council  for  the  kindness  and  consider- 
ation they  have  shown  me,  and  also  the  officers  for  their 
help  and  co-operation. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  CALDWELL. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 
Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

J.  CALDWELL,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.  & S.,  D.P.H. 

Public  Health  Inspector: 

E.  J.  MORGANS,  B.Se.,  M.I.Mun.E.,  M.R.S.H. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,151.  acres 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end 

of  1959  1,755 

Rateable  value  of  the  district  ...  ...  £90,067 

Value  of  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £ 367 

Estimated  Population  (Mid  1958)  ...  5,960 

Estimated  Population  (Mid  1959)  ...  5,960 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 

M. 

59 

F. 

39 

Total 

98 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  estimated  pop- 

Illegitimate 

7 

4 

11 

illation 

Comparability  Factor 

18.3 

.98 

Total 

66 

43 

109 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 
per  1,000  estimated 
population 

17.9 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

(Ditto  for  England 
and  Wales) 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

16.5 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

(live  and  still)  births 

9.1 

Total 

— 

1 

1 

(Ditto  for  England 
and  Wales) 

20.7 

2 


Deaths 


(all  ages)  65  62  127  Crude  Death  Rate 


per  1,000  estimated 
population 


2-1.3 

.56 


Comparability  Factor 
Corrected  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  estimated 
population 


11.9 


(Ditto  for  England 
and  Wales) 


11.6 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

M.  F.  Total 
Legitimate  3 2 5 

Illegitimate  — — — 


Total  3 2 5 


Death  Rates  of  infants  under  1 year 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  45.9 

(Ditto  for  England  and  Wales)  ...  ...  ...  22.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births^...  51.2 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  NIL 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 


M.  F.  Total 


Legitimate  3 14 

Illegitimate  — — 


Total  3 14 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


(Registrar  General’s  List) 


List  No.  Cause 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  v. 

4.  Diphtheria  ... 

5.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

6.  Maningococcal  infections  ... 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

24.  Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia  ... 

24.  Bronchitis  ... 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 


Male  Female 


2 


4 


1 

1 

3 

6 


8 

10 

2 

9 

7 

5 

1 


6 

6 

2 

8 

4 

4 

3 

c*. 

1 


1 


1 1 

15  13 

— 1 


Total  all  causes 


65  62 


4 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Total  number  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1959  ...  41 
Pulmonary  ...  36  Non-Pulmonary  ...  5 

New  Cases — Diagnosed  New  Cases — Transfers 
Age  Respiratory  Non-Res.  Respiratory  Non-Res. 

Periods  MFMF  MF  MF 


0 

1 

5 

10 

15 


25 

35 

45 

55 


1 

1 


65  and  upwards 
Total 


3 


1 


1 


2 — 


No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952,  in 
connection  with  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tubercu- 
losis employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under  section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  deals  with  the  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Measles 

Acute  Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Typhoid  Fever  ... 
Erysipelas 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Infective  Hepatitis 
Food  poisoning  ... 
Dysentery 


Total  Cases 
Notified 
3 

...  25 

2 

...  2-4 

8 


3 


66 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  following  Laboratory  Facilities  have  been  available 
to  this  authority  and  to  General  Practitioners  in  the  area: — 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Tennis  Court  Road, 
Cambridge.  Tel. : Cambridge  55526. 

Public  Analyst,  (S.  Greenburgh,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.), 
Tennison  Road,  Cambridge.  Tel.:  Cambridge  2097. 


(b)  Ambulance  Services 

Ambulances  administered  by  the  County  Ambulance  Ser- 
vice, operating  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Fire  Service, 
have  been  available  on  doctor’s  orders.  (Tel.:  Huntingdon 
348). 


(c)  Home  Nursing 

A Nurse/Midwife  residing  in  Huntingdon  (Tel.:  Hun- 
tingdon 717)  employed  and  supervised  by  the  Huntingdon 
County  Council,  carried  out  Home  Nursing  and  attended 
Maternity  Cases  in  the  Borough. 


(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 


(i)  The  following  Health  Services  were  provided  by  the 
Huntingdon  County  Council: — 


Clinic  Patients  seen 


When  held 


Where  held 


Minor  Schoolchildren 

Ailments 


Every  Monday 
9.30 — 10.30  a.m. 


Infant 

Welfare 


Children 
(0-5  yrs.) 


Every  Tuesday 
2 — 1 pan. 


Dental 


Pre-school  and 
Schoolchildren 
Pre-natal  and 
Nursing 
Mothers 


Every  Tuesday  and 
Thursday 
9 a.m. — 12  noon, 
1.30 — 4.30  p.m., 
Every  Saturday 
9 a.m. — 12  noon. 


Old  Grammar 

School, 

Huntingdon. 

Dftto 


10a  Princes  St., 
Huntingdon. 
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(ii)  The  following  Health  Services  are  provided  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board: — 


Clinic 

Chest 


Venereal 

Diseases 


Males 


Females 


Patients  seen  When  held 

All  ages  Every  Thursday 

TO  a.m. — 12  noon. 

All  cases  Mondays  3 — 7 p.m., 

Wednesdays 
4 — 6.30  p.m. 


Where  held 

County 

Hospital, 

Huntingdon. 

Addenbrooke’s 

Hospital, 

Cambridge. 


Mondays  5.30 — 7 p.m. 

Wednesdays 

5.30 — 7 p.m. 

Tuesdays 

10.30  a.m. — 12  noon. 

Thursdays 

5.30—7  p.m. 


Out-Patients 

Department, 

Memorial 

Hospital, 

Peterborough. 


Orthopaedic  Pre-school  and  Every  Tuesday  10  Old  Grammar 
Schoolchildren  a.m. — 12  noon  (Surg-  School, 

eons  by  appointment)  Huntingdon. 


(iii)  The  following  service  is  provided  under  the  Sup- 
plementary Ophthalmic  Scheme  of  the  National 
Health  Service : — 

Clinic  Patients  seen  Where  held  When  held 

Opthalmic  Pre-school  and  1st  & 3rd  Fridays  in  Old  Grammar 

Schoolchildren  month,  10  a.m.  — 12  School, 

noon,  2 — 3 p.m.  Huntingdon. 


Medical,  Surgical,  Orthopaedic,  Paediatric,  Skin,  Ob- 
stetrical, Gynaecological  and  Dental  Out-Patient  Clinics  are 
held  at  the  County  Hospital,  Huntingdon,  and  Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital,  Cambridge,  to  which  General  Practitioners  can  refer 
their  patients  for  special  investigation. 

(e)  Hospital  Services 

Fever  — Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital 
treatment  are  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospitals  at  Cambridge, 
Peterborough  or  Ely. 


General  Hospital  Services  are  provided  by  the  County 
Hospital,  Huntingdon,  and  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cam- 
bridge. 


Maternity  Cases  are  admitted  to  Primrose  Lane  Matern- 
ity Hospital,  Huntingdon,  or  Mill  Road  Hospital,  Cambridge. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  (1)  Water  Supplies. 

The  water  supplies  to  the  town,  drawn  from  the  gather- 
ing grounds  in  Brampton  parish,  continued  to  be  satisfactory 
and  of  good  quality.  Although  drought  conditions  were  ex- 
perienced during  some  part  of  the  Summer  no  restrictions 
were  placed  on  consumption. 

Bulk  supplies  were  continued  to  Godmanchester  Borough 
Council,  to  four  parishes  of  the  Huntingdon  Rural  District 
Council  (Brampton,  Easton,  Ellington  and  Spaldwick)  and 
to  Brampton  Park  Air  Ministry  establishments. 

There  are  no  properties  now  in  the  Borough  without  a 
piped  water  supply  available. 

During  the  year,  156  samples  were  sent  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories,  Cambridge,  for  bacteriological  exam- 
ination, 52  being  of  raw  water  and  104  of  chlorinated  water. 
Results  showed  11  raw  water  samples  to  have  some  measure 
of  contamination,  with  4 treated  water  samples  similarly 
affected. 

Two  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis,  at  six- 
monthly  intervals.  The  hardness  test  showed  a hard  water 
with  little  variation,  being  376  parts  and  382  parts  per  mil- 
lion respectively  for  total  hardness.  Fluorides  were  tested 
for  in  one  sample,  the  result  being  0.18  parts  per  million  as 
Fluorine. 

Lengths  of  5in.,  4in.,  and  3in.  diameter  water  mains  were 
laid  during  the  year  mainly  to  supply  private  deve^pment 
at  Hartford. 

1.  (2)  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Cow  Lane,  Godman- 
chester, continued  to  work  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year 
and  the  final  effluent  was  up  to  standard  at  each  test  made. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  river  Ouse  bounds  the  Borough  to  the  South  and 
is  controlled  by  the  Great  Ouse  River  Board.  Ermine  Street 
brook  and  Barracks  Brook  are,  however,  the  responsibility 
of  the  Borough  Council.  There  were  no  matters  during  the 
year  which  called  for  attention. 

3.  (1)  Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse. 

The  methods  and  periodicity  of  collection  remained  the 
same  as  in  1958  and  disposal  arrangements  continued  at  the 
disused  gravel  pits  at  Buckden  by  means  of  controlled  tip- 
ping. Two  “Karrier”  Vehicles  are  employed  with  a total 
crew  of  five  men.  The  tip  is  attended  to  by  one  man.  Soil 
has  to  be  imported  to  the  tip  for  sealing  purposes. 


3.  (2)  Night  Soil  Collection. 

The  main  sewers  at  Hartford  came  fully  into  operation 
during  the  year,  including  the  small  pumping  station  at  the 
Hollow,  Hartford.  The  Council  continued  its  policy  of  mak- 
ing a 50%  grant,  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  on  the 
cost  of  the  closet  conversions  at  Hartford  and  grants  were 
made  on  63  properties. 

There  were,  however,  approximately  66  pail  closets  in 
existence  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  majority  of  these  being 
on  caravan  sites.  The  arrangement  with  St.  Ives  Rural  Dis- 
trict Council  for  the  weekly  collection  of  night  soil  con- 
tinued. 


3.  (3)  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  arrangement  in  force  since  the  coming  into  opera- 
tion of  the  Act,  whereby  the  Borough  share  the  services  of 
the  Rodent  Operator  with  St.  Ives  Borough  Council,  con- 
tinued to  work  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 


A summary  of  the  work  is  given  below : — 

Number  of  houses  inspected 
Number  of  houses  treated  and  cleared 
Total  number  of  properties  inspected  (including 
houses) 

Number  of  major  infestations  found 
Number  of  minor  infestations  found 
Number  of  mice  infestations 
Total  number  of  infested  premises  treated 
Number  of  notices  served  under  Section  4 

All  poisons  and  methods  of  treatment  used  were  those 
recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food. 


223 

51 


331 

Nil 

57 

8 

63 

Nil 


3.  (4)  Swimming  Baths. 

There  are  no  public  or  private  swimming  baths  in  the 
Borough,  but  steps  have  been  taken  to  provide  a swimming 
bath  for  the  town. 


3.  (5)  Caravan  Sites. 

There  were  six  licenced  Caravan  Sites  in  the  Borough, 
the  largest  having  26  caravans  and  the  smallest  with  2 
caravans.  The  total  number  on  authorised  sites  during  any 
one  period  was  55.  There  were  a small  number  of  single 
caravans  in  addition  to  the  above. 

The  Council  considered  the  possibilitv  of  establishing 
their  own  caravan  site  on  land  in  Stukelev  Road,  but  as 
this  was  found  to  be  not  in  accordance  with  the  Town  De- 
velopment Plan,  the  scheme  was  abandoned. 


9 


3.  (6)  Public  Mortuary. 

A public  mortuary  is  provided  by  the  Borough  Council 
for  the  use  of  town  and  district  and  is  situated  in  Priory  Road. 


4.  Shops  Acts. 

During  the  year  inspections  continued  to  be  made  of 
shop  premises  and  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
No  statutory  action  was  required. 


5.  Factories. 

The  undermentioned  factories  are  in  operation  in  the 
Borough : — 

1.  Acoustical  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd. 

2.  Amplion  Limited. 

3.  Chivers  and  Sons. 

4.  Oriental  Confectionery  Co. 

5.  P.  & H.  Engineering  Co. 

6.  Ruston’s  Engineering  Co.,  Ltd. 

7.  Silent  Channel  Company,  Ltd. 


b.  Outworkers. 

There  are  no  registered  outworkers  in  the  Borough. 

7.  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  registered  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 
(a)  Inspections  under  Regulations,  etc. 


Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Refuse  tips,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Scavenging  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Butchers’  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Drain  tests  (existing  buildings)  ...  ...  25 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Petroleum  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Food  regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

General  public  health  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 
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(bj  Inspections  under  the  Factories  Acts,  1937-1959. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

No.  on 

No.  of 

No.  of  written  No.  of 

register 

inspections 

notices  occupiers 

1. 

Sections  1,  2,  3, 

prosecuted 

4 and  6 

55 

48 

Nil  Nil 

2. 

Section  7 

— 

— 



Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Defect 

Found 

Remedied 

l Referred  to 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

2 

H.M.  Inspector 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

Temperature 

— 

• — 

— 

Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

Drainage  or  floors 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient  sanitary 
accommodation 

1 

Defective  sanitary 
accomodation 

1 

1 

Other  offences 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

2 

4 

— 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

1 


1 


2 


No  proceedings  were  taken  against  any  occupiers  of 
factories  in  the  Borough. 


HOUSING 

During  the  year  the  Council  completed  16  one  bed- 
roomed  old  people’s  bungalows  at  the  Coldhams  South,  and 
these  have  been  very  much  appreciated  by  the  tenants. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  number  of  Council 
houses  was  496,  which  represented  27.3%  of  the  inhabited 
houses  in  the  Borough. 

During  the  year  53  houses  were  built  by  private  enter- 
prise. 

The  Council  issued  7 improvement  grants  under  the 
Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958,  and  3 under  the 
House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959,  which  came  into 
operation  during  the  year. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

under  Public  Health  & Housing  Acts  ...  47 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  68 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  Number  of  dwellings  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit 
for  habitation 
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3.  (a)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  in- 

formal notices  were  served  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  3 

(b)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  under  the 

above  sub-head  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  late  Captain  W.  K.  Townson,  M.R.C.V.S.,  carried 
out  all  duties  under  the  above  acts  for  the  first  part  of  the 
year.  Thereafter  the  Public  Health  Officer  was  appointed 
to  be,  and  carried  out  the  duties  of  Meat  and  Poods  Inspector. 

(b)  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  only  two  retailers  in  the  town,  namely  Peter- 
borough Co-operative  Society  and  Hall  Farm  Dairies,  Fen- 
stanton.  Both  have  the  necessary  plant  for  Pasteurisation, 
and  all  milk  is  brought  into  the  town  in  sealed  containers. 

Supplementary  licences  were  issued  to  both  for  the  sale 
of  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  regarding 
the  quality  of  milk  supplied. 

(c)  Ice  Cream. 

There  are  no  licensed  manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream  in 
the  town.  All  Ice  Cream  is  sold  in  pre-packed  containers. 

There  are  12  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice 
Cream. 

(d)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  are  only  two  licensed  slaughter-houses  in  the 
Borough  and  these  are  only  used  for  the  slaughter  of  a small 
number  of  pigs  and  sheep.  The  meat  produced  was  of  a 
very  high  quality  and  there  was  no  condemnation  of  any 
meat  or  offal  during  the  year. 

The  remainder  of  the  meat  requirements  are  brought 
into  the  town  from  other  slaughterhouses  at  St.  Ives,  St. 
Neots  and  Ramsey. 

Small  quantities  of  foods  were  condemned  during  the 
year,  the  majority  being  tinned  meats  and  vegetables. 

(e)  Bakehouses. 

There  is  now  only  one  Bakehouse  in  the  Borough,  all 
others  having  closed.  Conditions  were  found  to  be  satis- 
factory and  the  bread  and  confectionery  were  of  a high 
quality. 

(¥)  Food  Poisoning. 

No  case  of  food  poisoniug  was  notified  during  the  year. 
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